
Jerome, (16) asked Ms. Sheila for some help 

with a paper he had to write about Kwan-

zaa. While Ms. Sheila went on to learn about 

the holiday along with Jerome she developed 

a desire to embrace this new found knowl-

edge by celebrating Kwanzaa. 
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Kwanzaa celebrates a universal heritage and 

culture that embraces seven principles (Unity, 

Self Determination, Collective Work and Re-

sponsibility, Cooperative Economics, Purpose, 

Creativity, and Faith) of blackness. Dr. Maulana 

Karenga, who developed these principles empha-

sizes these are the best of African thought and 

practice. 

     SA celebrated the seven days by lighting a 

candle for each, corresponding to the principle of 

the day. Ms. Ann Reed took photos and visited 

along with Ms. Cindy Heckscher on òUjamaa,ó 

the day for cooperative Economics. Ms. Kathi 

made a Sunshine Arts film with Dominic, 

Daniella, Desire, Tia, Jordon, Justin, Peaches, 

Dennis, Naga, Jacob and John John [sic].  

Lighting candles on the kinara for Kwanzaa 

More than 80 children 

visited Sunshine Arts in 

2009, for a total of more 

than 5,300 visits!  

by Kat Lehmer 

Mr. Patrick, Abdul, Dennis, Peaches, and 

Naga took the jeep down the road to find 

the perfect tree. Ms. Sheila had requested 

a tall, slender tree so that there would 

still be enough room on the floor for ball-

room dancing and film class. The kids 

looked at each and every tree and finally 

decided on the perfect one -- lofty and 

lean. Mr. Patrick, strapped it to the roof 

of the Jeep and everyone hung on tightly 

and sang the whole way home. 

     Hours later, the house was warm with 

the sound of Christmas songs bopping on 

the Sirius radio and kids laughing and 

getting giddy over the boxes and boxes of 

Christmas ornaments Ms. Sheila has col-

lected over the years. 

     The lights were strung after a couple 

of false starts...yep, the lights go on first, 

kids... 

     What we lacked in skill, we made up 

for in bulk. The tree was absolutely cov-

ered and beautifully over-decorated. 

     The last kid left reluctantly a few 

hours later and the Holiday season had 

officially begun. 

     As usual our pan-cultural neighbor-

hood kids provided us with insight and 

entertainment. 

     One thing is for certain: whether  from 

Pakistan, Togo, West Philly or Upper 

Darby, every kid loves the magic of 

Christmas, and everybody is a kid at 

Christmas. 

Check out studentsô original videos on our 

YouTube channel, SunshineArts41!  

Trimming the Tree 
The kids name the seven principles and 

play drums for the Kwanzaa video 



     November 15th was our òFun Fall 

Friend-Raiseró the theme was òWear your 

favorite scarf or tie!ó The afternoon was 

lovely and sunny; we never lit the fire out 

back since the chandelier on the lawn 

added some glistening class to the festive 

occasion.  

     Our hostess, Nicole McEwan, prepared 

a wonderful array of tasty culinary dishes 

and Robert Bennett(www.ahbfoods.com/

CLASSICCAKE/ourstory.php) provided 

the most gorgeous variety of little cakes to 

everyoneõs delight. Hosts John Overmyer, 

Matt McGoldrick, Sam and Darnell each 

made his special contribution to a wonder-

fully warm, successful friend-raiser.   

     While Veronica Bauman and Amy Lef-

ferts greeted guests at the door, Veronica 

sold Sunshine Arts Original Greeting 

Cards which were designed and auto-

graphed by the Kids. 

     The front room was filled with great 

excitement as several guests danced salsa 

and other ballroom styles.  The front room 

also hosted the Silent Auction Gallery, organized by Jody Sweitzer and containing 

works of Patrick OõBanion (resident artist), Cloe Sherman-Pepe, Richard Odaba-

shian, Dan Olmstead (board member), Shag and several other generous artists. 

Thank you to all the people ð mentioned and unmentioned ð who helped make this 

event another success. 

May: Wear Your Favorite Hat! 

November: Wear Your Favorite Scarf or Tie! 

May 21st was the 3rd annual Spring Fun-

Draiser and the theme was òWear your 

favorite hat!ó  Volunteers had fallen from 

heaven to help.  Kathi Lehmer ð resident 

artist, teacher, and film maker ð was our 

videographer. Tom Kulisek, volunteered as 

c h e f  w h i l e  C r a i g  S a t c h e l l 

(www.craigsatchell.com) played wonderful 

piano music for the evening.   

     Veronica Bauman, and Rachel Avila 

served hors dõoeuvres while Jessica 

Bauman and Lauren Smith, greeted and 

accepted donations at the door.   

     Jody Sweitzer, and board member, Tim 

Cartilage, organized the extensive auction 

including large paintings by Huston Rip-

ley, canoes donated by The Philadelphia 

Wooden Boat Factory, pottery by Bob 

Deane of Community Arts Center, Robert 

Bohne, Bob Jackson, Karl Olsen, Crystal 

Davis, Beekmanõs Copa Soaps 

(www.copasoaps.com/default.asp) and 

many other artistsõ beautiful contributions.  

      òHalf way through the party, a 

group of kids approached Miss Sheila 

with a worn out baseball cap filled with 

crumpled bills, and a handful of 

change. All night they had been tipped 

by grateful guests for their aid, but 

rather than keep the money for them-

selves, they had collectively come to 

the conclusion that they should donate 

the $57.54 ñ nine cents in pennies, 45 

cents in nickels, $1.00 in dimes, $4.00 in 

quarters, $27.00 in ones, $15.00 in fives 

and one ten ñ to Sunshine Arts. 

     òThey didnõt save the world. But 

their drop in the bucket sent ripples 

out that each of us felt that night and 

that we are still feeling. Sometimes I 

think weõre the best versions of our-

selves when we think as we did when 

we were children. I want to go back to 

when pennies mattered, when no kind-

ness was too small.ó 

 Written by Miranda Pruitt  

òBefore the annual May fundraiser for 

2009, many of the kids insisted on being 

given a task to help with the party. 

Many were assigned to parking lot duty. 

They were to direct traffic and give the 

guests directions to the house. As the 

party went on, we began to hear stories 

about the kids. They had created a sys-

tem: a few directed cars into the parking 

lot while the rest greeted individual cars 

and not only directed the guests but 

walked them to the house itself. They 

rotated positions as necessary, making 

sure there were always more greeters for 

the new arrivals. 

Dancing at the November Friend-Raiser 

òFUNódraisers 
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Left: 

Reenie 

Pruitt, 

Veronica 

Bauman 

and Julia 

Bayardi  

Right: Sue 

Lyon and Jay 

McConnell  in 

front of Silent 

Auction items 
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Next òFUNódraiser: Sunday, May 16, 2010 

http://www.ahbfoods.com/CLASSICCAKE/ourstory.php
http://www.ahbfoods.com/CLASSICCAKE/ourstory.php
http://www.craigsatchell.com
http://www.plasticclub.org/bohne.htm
http://www.copasoaps.com/default.asp

